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later, failing certain certificates of proficiency or attendance, up
to 14; and ordered boards of guardians to pay the fees for children
of very poor parents. Compulsion, though indirectly and ten-
tatively, was thus introduced, and with it a step towards free
education. Northcote's third budget (for over £77! millions as
against under £72 millions in the last budget under Gladstone
three years before) showed a slight deficit; arid he had to rcimposc
the penny which he took off the income-tax in 1874. Therewith
vanished the last hope that Gladstone's idea of abolishing the
tax might be realized. Northcote signalized his sense of its per-
manence by extending its exemption-limit from £100 to £150.
The other constructive bills brought in this year (which were
neither few nor unimportant) all failed to become law; being,
in effect, snowed under by the pressure of foreign events, to which
we must now turn our attention. Before doing so, let us note the
transference (August 1876) of Disraeli to the house of lords as
earl of Beaconsfield. The motive was the state of his health. His
private letters show how seriously he suffered from gout* In the
house of commons he had set, nevertheless, an example of regular
attendance early and late; and still to outside observation kept
the flag of his old jaunty courage flying.1 Probably the foreign
crisis was the last straw; for Lord Derby's weakness threw its
burdens increasingly on the prime minister. His wife had been
created Viscountess Beaconsfield four years before her death,
and the new title united him to her memory. His leadership of
the commons devolved upon Northcote; a respectable adjutant,
but not a brilliant captain.
Turkey had been bolstered up by Great Britain and France
in the Crimean war in the belief that she could be induced to set
her house in order. But for the following twenty years that belief
was falsified. By the early seventies her finances grew desperate.
On the one hand she could not pay or organize properly either
her administration or her troops. On the other, her ever-growing
taxes (exacted by tax-farmers) were a spur to local revolts.
At this time Turkey-in-Europc still included most of the Bal-
kan peninsula. Of the four Christian races who, together with
Albanians and Turks, made up its population, the Greeks (only
1 See letter by Prof. A. E. Housman, The Times, 25 November 1932, giving his
personal recollection of Disraeli's demeanour in the house u week before he made
his last speech there.

